
AAHA Vaccine Protocols for Canines 

 Primary vacc <16 wks Primary vacc >16 wks Booster 

CORE    

Canine distemper virus 
(MLV) 

6-8 weeks, then 
9-11 weeks, then 

12-14 weeks 

1 dose adequate 
(2 doses 3-4 weeks apart 

is acceptable) 

first 1 year, then 
every 3 years 

Parvovirus (MLV) 6-8 weeks, then 
9-11 weeks, then 

12-14 weeks 

1 dose adequate 
(2 doses 3-4 weeks apart 

is acceptable) 

first 1 year, then 
every 3 years 

Canine adenovirus-2 
(MLV or killed) 

6-8 weeks, then 
9-11 weeks, then 

12-14 weeks 

MLV: 1 dose adequate 
(2 doses 3-4 weeks apart 

is acceptable) 
 

killed: 2 doses 2-4 
weeks apart 

first 1 year, then 
every 3 years 

Rabies virus (killed; 3 
year label) 

1 dose as early as 3 
months 

(or as per state law) 

1 dose first 1 year, then 
every 3 years 

(or as per state law) 

NON-CORE    

Canine parainfluenza 
virus (MLV) 

6-8 weeks, then 
9-11 weeks, then 

12-14 weeks 

1 dose adequate 
(2 doses 3-4 weeks apart 

is acceptable) 

first 1 year, then 
every 3 years 

Bordetella (live 
avirulent) + CPiV 
(MLV) + CAV-2 
(MLV) (intranasal) 

1 dose 
(start no younger than 8 

weeks) 

1 dose annual 
(if not vaccinated within 
last 6 months, booster 1 

week prior to known 
exposure, such as 

boarding) 

Lyme (killed whole 
bacterin or recombinant 
OspA) 

at least 9 weeks 
(optimally at least 3 

months), then 3-4 weeks 
later 

2 doses 2-4 weeks apart annual 

Leptospira (killed 
bacterin) 

12 weeks, then 
16 weeks 

(start no younger than 
12 weeks) 

2 doses 2-4 weeks apart annual  
(if risk of exposure to 
wildlife, livestock, or 
waterways*; every 6 
months if significant 

risk) 
NOT 

RECOMMENDED 
   

Coronavirus, Giardia, Canine adenovirus-1 

*based on recommendation of UCD VMTH Outpatient Service, Dr. Gina Davis 
 
 


